Bladder cancer.
In the search for sensitive and specific tumor markers for bladder carcinoma, expression of various oncogenes and gene products (such as c-erb B-2, p53) and epidermal growth factor receptor merits particular attention. Although the results are not yet conclusive, important predictive markers are about to emerge from ongoing studies in this field. Bacillus Calmette-Guerrin treatment in superficial bladder cancer is probably the most successful immunotherapy in humans. But there is still a large knowledge deficit in the issues of optimal dose schedule and mechanisms of action. Although promising results of neoadjuvant chemotherapy in patients with invasive bladder cancers are reported, we must be cautious about changing our conventional approach until the results of large scale, controlled, randomized studies evaluating the survival are published.